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Wisconsin Notes 

About sixty teachers of modern language attended the sectional 
meeting of the Wisconsin State Teachers' Association in Mil- 
waukee, November 4, 1920. In other years German and Romance 
meetings have been held separately, but it was held that in view 
of the probable small attendance of teachers of German, it would 
be advisable to meet in joint session, as was done the year before. 
The program was accordingly arranged by Professor H. H. Arm- 
strong of Beloit College, the chairman of the section, so as to 
appeal equally to all teachers of language. 

The principal paper was by Professor Irving Babbitt of 
Harvard University, on "True and Sham Liberals." Mr. Babbitt, 
who believes that in order to teach literature successfully and 
effectively, we need to take stock of the fundamental ideal of 
which literature is the expression, describes two conflicting 
conceptions of liberty, and consequently two schools of liberal 
thought, bequeathed to us by the past. These conceptions are the 
Washingtonian and the Jeffersonian, the centripetal and the 
centrifugal. The latter seeks liberty through the removal of 
artificial forms, the release of the expansive impulses of man, thus 
permitting the innate will to brotherhood to function freely and 
to produce a sort of equalitarian liberty. The other believes in 
the firm exercise of the veto power by a central authority, in the 
employment of the inner and outer check. Needless to say, 
Professor Babbitt throws the entire weight of his powerful influence 
on the side of the Washingtonian conception. 

President Brannon of Beloit College discussed "Points of 
Emphasis in Modern Language Teaching" from the standpoint 
of a college administrator. He stressed (1) the assignment of 
sharp and positive tasks, of definite and exact standards of 
intellectual effort, invaluable for giving the student a true sense 
of his own limitations, (2) the development of personality in youth. 
This led to the realization that the qualities to be inculcated in 
pupils must be in the teachers. In subsequent discussion, the 
feeling found expression that the cultural value of modern language 
study had received somewhat less than its due in Mr. Brannon's 
paper. 

The session concluded with a very sensible paper by Mrs. 
Greenleaf of the University of Wisconsin on the teaching of 
pronunciation. Mrs. Greenleaf realizes that the pupil does not 
need to know anything about phonetics, but contends rightly 
that it is an indispensable tool for the teacher. 
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Officers of the section were chosen for next year as follows: 
Chairman, Miss Laura Johnson, Madison; Vice-Chairman, Miss 
Elizabeth Waters, Fond du Lac; Secretary, Mr. J. W. Siegmeyer, 
Milwaukee. 

B. Q. M. 

Washington Notes 

The Northwest Chapter of the American Association of 
Teachers of Spanish met at the University of Washington, Novem- 
ber 6. 

The members of the Association joined in paying tribute 
to the memory of Sefior Luis Santander, Chilean consul and 
professor of Spanish in the University of Washington, whose recent 
death deprives the Association of a most enthusiastic member 
who gave generously of his time and energy to further the study 
of Spanish in the state of Washington. 

Sefior Dahmen, who is director of the Technical Commercial 
Institute, Vallenar, Chile, and as a representative of the Chilean 
government is investigating the teaching of commercial subjects 
in this country, gave an interesting talk on the schools of Chile. 
He spoke of the attitude of the government in promoting a fine 
system of education and gave statistics as to the salaries of teachers 
and cost of equipment. Sefior Dahmen outlined clearly the work 
of the different divisions of the school system, giving particular 
attention to the curricula of the Liceos for boys and girls. Of 
particular interest was his statement that English, French and 
German are taught, but that English is by far the most popular 
language studied in Chile. Particular attention is given to 
courses in Home Economics and Home Nursing. In all of the 
larger cities of Chile there are commercial institutes similar to 
the one of which Sefior Dahmen is director. At the request of the 
teachers present, Sefior Dahmen furnished a list of Liceos and 
Commercial schools with which arrangements could be made for 
an exchange of letters between the students of English and 
Spanish. 

There followed a discussion by Miss Edith Johnson, of the 
Stadium High School, Tacoma, of the problem confronting the 
high school teachers of Spanish in endeavoring to meet the reading 
requirements of the College Entrance Board and also find time for 
abundant oral practice and grammar drill. Miss Johnson pointed 
out the fact that the average amount of reading accomplished 
during the second year is about 150-200 pages, as contrasted with 
the 350-400 pages suggested by some of the colleges, and for the 
third year 250-300 pages as compared with the 600 page college 
requirement. 

On November 15, the Spanish students of Lincoln High School 
Tacoma, Washington, organized a Spanish Club. More than one 
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hundred students were present at the first meeting and many more 
have since expressed their intention of joining. Officers were 
elected and a constitution and by-laws adopted, all in Spanish. 
Much interest and amusement were aroused by some of the 
nomination speeches, which had been carefully prepared before- 
hand by members of the third year class. The club will meet once 
a month. The programs will include plays and games, Spanish 
only being allowed at all meetings. The members will also carry 
on correspondence with high school students in South America. 

The language section of the Washington Education Association 
met at Yakima on Oct. 29. The modern languages were repre- 
sented upon the program by a most interesting and helpful paper 
entitled "Shall Phonetics be Taught in the High School?", by 
Professor P. J. Frein, Head of the Department of Romanic 
Languages and Literatures in the University of Washington, 
Seattle. Professor Frein maintained that phonetics should be 
taught in the high school, in a very much simplified form, and he 
gave an outline of his method of presentation, with detailed illus- 
tration. 

Officers for the ensuing year are as follows: 

President, Miss Adell Hermann, Yakima 

Secretary, Miss Lurline Simpson, Selah. 

G. I. L. 

Notes from Maine 

The meeting of the department of Modern Languages of the 
Maine Teachers' Association was held in Bangor, Friday, October 
29. The presiding officer was Miss Effie Noddin of the Edward 
Little High School, Auburn. 

At the beginning of the program Dr. J. B. Segall, Professor 
of French in the University of Maine, explained in detail the work 
and aims of the Peabody Foundation for International Educational 
Correspondence. Professor Segall as Chairman of the movement 
in this state, reported that about 350 pupils, located in nineteen 
places were enrolled at that time. 

Dr. Roy M. Peterson, Professor of Spanish and Italian in the 
University of Maine, spoke on the topic "Spanish Culture as a 
Factor in Modern Education." After explaining some of the 
reasons why the civilization of the Spanish speaking countries 
has not been properly appreciated in the United States, he out- 
lined briefly the contributions made by Spain in the different 
departments of literature, and called attention to some of the 
distinctive features of Spanish civilization. He emphasized 
especially the broadening and liberalizing influence which comes 
to the mind from a contact with a culture so different from our 
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own, even tho this may not present many phases that we would 
care to imitate, and stressed its educational value resulting from 
this diversity. 

The last speaker on the program was Professor H. P. W. de 
Visme, Dean of the French School of Middlebury College, Vermont, 
who delivered an address in the French language on the theme 
"Interpretation as an Aid to Instruction." Calling attention to 
the necessity of a proper interpretation of the written word, he 
presented in a systematic way the fundamental principles that 
must be observed in order to interpret adequately a piece of 
literature, and enumerated certain defects of French pronuncia- 
tion and other errors that are inimical to a proper use of the 
language. He illustrated his remarks by reading a number of 
passages exemplifying different literary styles, and at the close of 
the address favored his audience with a number of French songs, 
which were enthusiastically received. 

In the business meeting the Secretary, Professor Leonard, 
made an earnest presentation of the claims of the New England 
Association of Modern Language Teachers and The Modern 
Language Journal. The following resolution was adopted and 
the Secretary was instructed to send a copy to the Modern 
Language Journal. 

Resolved: that we, the Modern Language Teachers of the State 
of Maine, regret the resignations of Miss Augusta Prescott of 
Auburn and Miss Frances Davis of Kent's Hill and the loss of 
their council and advice; and wish hereby to put on record our 
appreciation of their able and faithful service, their sympathy 
with their pupils, their cordial cooperation with fellow teachers, 
their keen interest in the cause of education, and their devoted 
labor in its behalf in this State. 

Officers for the ensuing year were chosen as follows: Chairman, 
Roy M. Peterson, University of Maine; Secretary, A. N. Leonard, 
Bates College; Members of the Executive Committee; Miss 
Magoun, Bath; Mrs. Stanley Gower, Skowhegan; Miss Annie 
Torrey, Portland. 

Modern Language enrollment in Maine colleges, exclusive of 
the University: 

Bates: French 224, Spanish 72, German 193. 

Bowdoin: French 165, Spanish 70, German 100, Italian 3. 

Colby: French. 220, Spanish 120, German 168, Italian 10. 

R. M. P. 
New York City Notes 

Jacob Greenberg has been appointed Assistant Director of 
Modern Languages for the City of New York. He will supervise 
the work of the Junior High Schools. 
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The topic of discussion for the October meeting of the Modern 
Language Section of the High School Teachers Association was 
The Value of the Phonetic Script in the Teaching of Phonetics. 
Miss Anna Ballard stated the case for the use of the International 
Alphabet, Dr. Damin, Chairman of the Department of .French in 
Townsend Harris Hall and Mr. Daniel C. Rosenthal, Chairman 
of the Department of Modern Languages, Bryant High School, 
spoke in opposition. The Section voted that it be requested that 
the question on phonetics be dropt from the Regents' papers in 
French. 

The first meeting of the Association of Teachers of French of 
New York and its Environs took place, on October 23, at the Cercle 
des Annales. The speakers were Madame C6cile Sartoris and 
Professor Spiers of Columbia. Madame Sartoris brought the 
Association a message from France, and Professor Spiers spoke 
upon what was expected of the High School graduate in his work 
in French at college, and urged that teachers in secondary schools 
acquaint themselves with the aims of University teachers. 

The Association voted that the question on phonetic transcrip- 
tion be dropped from the Regents' papers in French, or, if that be 
impossible, that the question be transferred to another group of 
the papers. 

The next meeting of the Association took place on Decem- 
ber, 11. 

The Modern Language Section of the Society for Experimental 
Education met on the evening of November 12, at Washington 
Irving High School. Mr. Edward 0. Perry, Chairman of the 
Department of Modern Languages in the George Washington 
High School, was elected Chairman. 

The ban upon the teaching of German in the New York 
schools has lapsed. Beginning classes may be established in some 
schools with a minimum of 70 pupils, in others with a minimum of 
60. 

The Spanish Department of the Washington Irving High 
School is to give shortly La Solterona. 

D. C. R. 

Notes from North Carolina 

In connection with the North Carolina Teachers' Assembly, 
which held its thirty-seventh annual session at Asheville Nov. 
24-26, a group of modern language teachers met to form a perma- 
nent organization. Nearly all possible kinds of institutions 
offering modern languages were represented, including denomina- 
tienal normal schools and junior colleges. The University of 
North Carolina also lent material aid with three prominent 
members of its faculty in attendance. 



NOTES AND NEWS 215 

The first meeting on Thursday afternoon appointed a com- 
mittee on organization and discussed some related subjects, — 
particularly that of affiliation. Copies of the Modern Language 
Journal secured through the courtesy of the Business Manager 
were placed on the desks and the merits of the publication briefly 
set forth by your correspondent. The copies were eagerly ex- 
amined and taken up immediately. 

On the evening of the same day, Dr. Lingle of Davidson 
College gave a very interesting talk in French on higher education 
in France. Mrs. Laughlin of Greensboro High School followed 
with a paper in Spanish on the importance of Spanish in the 
high school curriculum, ending with a plea for the four years' 
teaching of Spanish. Dr. Toy of the University of North Carolina 
then added to the enjoyment of those present by some impromptu 
remarks in German on the status of that language. AH these 
talks held the close attention of the hearers. 

On Friday morning the meeting proceeded to elect the following 
officers: Dr. W. S. Barney, N. C. College for Women, president; 
Dr. Thos. W. Lingle, Davidson College, vice-president; Miss Annie 
Beam, Greensboro High School, secretary-treasurer. An advisory 
committee to make preparations for the next meeting and to act 
with the officers as an executive council will be named by the 
President. It was then decided to seek affiliation with the North 
Carolina Teachers' Assembly, and to consider other affiliations 
later. The remainder of the meeting was given up to informal 
discussion of familiar subjects of special interest to the profession. 

The enthusiasm shown in the discussions and the interest 
displayed by a goodly attendance in spite of many conflicting 
attractions argue well for the future growth of the association. 

W. S. B. 

The Modern Language Situation in Southern California 

A questionnaire sent out by the Modern Language Association 
of Southern California to all the high schools of the region resulted 
in full returns comprising about 40 schools, large and small, in 
addition to the 23 intermediate and high schools of the Los Angeles 
system. From these data some interesting facts have been culled 
which give a fair notion of the modern language situation in this 
part of the State. Probably the figures would not be duplicated 
in any other region of the same school enrollment. 

In the city of Los Angeles there is a total enrollment of 115,000 
pupils, of whom 31,000 are in intermediate and high schools. 
Neither Spanish nor French is now being taught in grades below 
the eighth. The above total includes 10,000 pupils in evening 
classes of whom of course only a small proportion are studying 
French or Spanish. 
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In the 40 high schools outside of the city, there is a total en- 
rollment of 22,300. Of these, three have an enrollment of over 
2,000, two others have above 1,000 and nine have over 500 each. 

However, Spanish is taught in every one of the 40 and French 
in all but eight. Of the 219 teachers of modern languages in these 
schools 27 are teaching both languages, 68 are teaching French only 
and 124 Spanish only. The attendance in the French classes in 
the smaller schools is much lower than that of the Spanish classes 
as will be seen when we compare the following totals: 

Classes in French 243 Classes in Spanish 497 

Total French enrollment 4,677 Total Spanish enrollment 15,600 

Average in French classes 19.5 Average in Spanish classes 30 

It will be interesting to note that one teacher out of every ten 
is teaching either French or Spanish while one pupil out of every 
three is studying a modern language. The preponderance of 
interest in Spanish over that of French is further shown by the 
fact that in the smaller schools there are 13 teachers with only 26 
French classes with an enrollment of 152, or less than ten pupils in 
a class, while the Spanish classes are all above ten in each, and a 
much larger proportion of the Spanish teachers are fully occupied 
with language teaching. 

As the qualifications for certification in the State are strictly 
adhered to, there is a scarcity of teachers for modern languages, 
and in the city of Los Angeles all who were on the eligible list at 
the beginning of the year have been set to work. Most of the 
teachers have six classes daily with an average enrollment of over 
25, with instances of over 30 in a class. 

As there is ample opportunity in this region for the teachers of 
Spanish to join conversational classes or to meet socially persons 
of culture who speak that language as their mother-tongue, much 
emphasis is placed on correct pronunciation and on the constant 
use of the vernacular in the class-room. The interest and en- 
thusiasm shown by the members of the M. L. A. in lectures and 
other meetings where Spanish is the medium of communication 
is good evidence that a large majority are meeting the requirements 
for the teaching of a "living language." Opportunities to hear 
French lectures are not wanting and the group of teachers of that 
language is equally enthusiastic over their social and cultural 
gatherings. 

C. Scott Williams 

California Notes 

During the summer quarter at Stanford University the 
department of Romanic Languages offered a number of advanced 
courses, including subjects of especial interest to teachers. Dr. 
O. M. Johnston gave a seminar upon French Arthurian romances 
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and his teachers' course. The courses of Professor P. J. Frein, 
head of the department at the University of Washington, on 
Nineteenth Century Dramas and the French Short Story were 
well attended. Professor Felipe de Setien of the Univ. of Southern 
California gave a valuable course on Spanish Pronunciation and 
Spanish Civilization. Dr. Alfred Coester discussed high school 
methods, and gave a half-quarter course on Spanish Commercial 
Correspondence. 

Changes in the faculty were the departure of Mr. John Sellards 
to study in Belgium on an exchange scholarship, and that of Dr. 
Louis de Vries to become a member of the Washington State 
University faculty. These places have been filled by the appoint- 
ment of Dr. Fredrik Anderson and Mr. William L. Schwartz, of 
the College of the Pacific, as instructors in French. 

Miss Adele Roth, M.A., formerly a teacher at Lasell Seminary, 
has been appointed Professor of French and German at the College 
of the Pacific, San Jose, to succeed Professor Schwartz, who 
resigned to join the French department at Stanford University. 

At the December meeting of the Association Francaise, held 
at the San Francisco Public Library, the program included an 
address on LTdeal de l'Education en France, by Professor R. 
Michaud, of the University of California, and an illustrated talk 
on Paris by Mile Reau, of Mills College. 

The French department of the Oakland High School has re- 
cently given a "Cabaret Dansant", and has realized enough money 
to continue the support of four French orphans, besides donating 
$30 to a local orphans' home. The pupils also carry on very 
interesting correspondence with French boys and girls, whose 
addresses they have obtained from the Peabody Foundation, at 
Nashville, Tenn. The letters often give a very illuminating and 
amusing insight into their ideas of American character and insti- 
tutions. 

Dr. I. C. Hatch, head of the department of modern languages 
in the Polytechnic High School, San Francisco, has left that 
institution to take the principalship of the Crocker Intermediate 
School, San Francisco. 

Our correspondent from Southern California writes as follows: 
"We have had a successful meeting of the Association and will 
hold another before Christmas. The Spanish section is planning 
a huge fair, where all things Spanish will be seen and done. We 
are also having a series of lectures in Spanish in which distinguished 
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persons from different South American countries give us facts and 
observations about their native land. These will be held monthly 
all during the winter season. I think the French section is plan- 
ning something similar, but they have not yet started." 

I. C. H. 

The editors are informed by Professor William Tilly of Colum- 
bia University, Recorder of the Phonetic Society, that G. E. 
Stechert & Company, 151 West 25th St., New York City, have 
made arrangements in their establishment for "Phonetic Shelves" 
and that Mr. Bruderhausen, manager of the German Department, 
is prepared to correspond with persons interested in getting 
information about books on phonetics published in the United 
States and abroad. 

Professor H. P. Williamson de Visme, Director of the French 
School of Middlebury College, Vermont, has been awarded the 
cross of the Legion of Honor as a reward for his services to France 
and as an exponent of French culture in America. Professor 
Williamson de Visme, who was formerly on the faculty of the 
University of Chicago, and who for several years conducted a 
school in France, has recently returned to the United States to 
take charge of the School of French at Middlebury College. 

A supplement to bulletin number two of the Institute of Inter- 
national Education announces a considerable list of foreign pro- 
fessors who are available for teaching engagements in the United 
States. The French professors who may be secured for this 
purpose represent various departments of learning: French, 
French Art, History of Philosophy, Law, Mathematics, Physics. 
The English professors available represent the departments of 
Botany, Anglo-Saxon, Chemistry, Economics, Electrical Engineer- 
ing, English Literature, History and Mathematics; from Switzer- 
land may be secured a professor of French and Latin; from Syria, 
a professor of Mathematics; from Italy, professors of Italian 
Literature and Mathematics. A professor of mathematics from 
the University of Stockholm is also available. Institutions seeking 
further information about any member of this group should 
address the Director, Stephen P. Duggan, 419 West 117th St., 
New York City. 

At Dickinson College, Carlisle, Pa., if a language is begun in 
college, it must be continued for at least two years to secure any 
credit whatsoever, and some one language must be continued 
through at least the third year of its study. For the degree of 
A.B., Latin or Greek in college is required; for the degree of Sc.B. or 
Ph.B., two modern languages in college. 
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German has not fallen off so much at Dickinson, because, even 
if a student elects French, as most do, he must take German in 
addition, unless he is prepared to continue with fifth year Latin in 
college or is willing to begin Greek. This arrangement subsidizes 
German heavily. 

Last year, Dickinson had two scholars from France, this year 
it has one. 

LB. 

A meeting of the Pittsburgh Teachers Institute and Education 
Association of Western Pennsylvania took place at Pittsburgh on 
Nov. 26 and 27. The Modern Language section was presided over 
by W. H. Shelton, University of Pittsburgh.; secretary, Bertha M. 
Rogers, Schenley High School. The following papers were pre- 
sented: Modern Language Measurement Tests, Dr. C. R. Hoechst, 
Schenley High School; the Proportion and Quality of Grammar, 
Reading and Speaking in Elementary and Intermediate Language 
Courses, Dr. P. S. Barto, Carnegie Institute of Technology; 
L'usage des phonetiques (sic) dans l'enseignement de la prononcia- 
tion, Professor Gaston Louis Malecot, Washington and Jefferson 
College. 

The fall meeting of the Rhode Island group of the New England 
M. L. A. took place at Brown University no Nov. 13. Mrs. Mary 
Bowen Brown spoke of her experiences as a teacher in South 
American countries. Mme A. Ducimitiere Warge addressed the 
group on the subject of her recent observations while attending 
school in France. The presiding officer was Miss Edith H. Willis- 
ton of the Technical High School, Providence. 

Notes from Iowa 

At the annual meeting of the State Teachers' Association 
Professor S. H. Bush, of the Department of Romance Languages 
at the State University, presided at the Modern Language Round 
Table. Professor C. E. Young, also of the Romance Department 
of the University, was chosen to succeed him for the following 
year. At this meeting committees were appointed to prepared 
syllabi for two year courses in French and Spanish in the high 
schools. 

A French Club has been organized by students of the State 
University. The club is fortunate in having as guides, philosophers, 
and friends two young French women who are instructors at the 
university this year. A play will be staged by the club later in the 

year. 
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A study of the enrollment in Romance languages at the State 
University reveals some interesting facts. The total number is 
slightly increased over that of last year. Spanish has the largest 
increase, while there is a decrease in first year French. French on 
the other hand shows a large increase in all the advanced classes. 
Elementary Italian is not given this year, but there is a class in 
Dante. The total for the department is 1525. 

Plans are well under way for summer session, including the 
continuation on a larger scale of the Maisbn Francaise established 
last year and the opening of a Casa Espanola. 

In the spring a conference for modern language teachers will 
be held at Grinnell under the patronage of the Romance Depart- 
ment of Grinnell College. 

C. E. Y. 

News from Nebraska 

During Better English Week in the Lincoln High School the 
pupils of the Modern Language Department made lists of the 
pure French and Spanish words and expressions which have been 
accepted, without change, in the English language, and have 
become an important part of our everyday vocabulary. The 
supply — especially of French words — seemed inexhaustible, and a 
surprisingly large number of Spanish words was found also. The 
pupils were very much interested in bringing in all the words they 
could find, and in learning the meanings of new ones, many of 
which they had met with in reading, but did not understand. 

At the end of the week lists were made of the more common and 
important of these foreign additions to our vocabulary. These 
lists, numbering about fifty Spanish words, and one hundred and 
seventy-five French words, were published in the High School 
Advocate, and will be used by the English teachers as a basis 
for some valuable additions to the students' vocabularies. 

A number of students in the Modern Language Department 
wrote compositions on the value of the knowledge of good English 
in learning a foreign language, and the best one was published in 
the High School paper. 

In looking over the reports from 383 accredited High Schools in 
Nebraska we find 367 teaching Latin, 53 French, 36 Spanish, 3 
Greek, 7 German, 1 Swedish and 1 Bohemian. About 40 of the 
smaller High Schools had not yet reported. In several schools 
where Latin only has been offered before, French or Spanish has 
been added this year. 

The study of Modern Language seems to be holding its own 
in Nebraska despite the prophecy of many, a year or two ago, that 
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it would be short-lived and that the eager desire to know French 
would be forgotten as soon as our active intercourse with the 
French people ceased. There may be a slight falling off in French 
in some schools due to the increased demand for Spanish, but 
while the Spanish enrollment is increasing, in most schools it does 
not seem to be decreasing the demand for French. The enrollment 
in Modern Languages in the University of Nebraska is said to be 
heavier than ever. This is due, to be sure, partly to increased 
attendance and to the fact that Italian, Bohemian and German 
have been added to the list of languages offered. Reports are not 
in from all the High Schools of the state, but in the two largest — 
Omaha and Lincoln — the Modern Language enrollment is fully 
as heavy as it was last year — about 600 in each school. 

Modern Language is no longer demanded by the University 
of Nebraska as an entrance requirement for enrolling in the 
School of Agriculture, the School of Engineering and the School 
of .Business Administration. This change is welcomed by language 
teachers as well as by many boys who do not care for languages 
and will be glad to be relieved from the necessity of studying them. 
There are so many students who want them and enjoy them; why 
force them upon those who do not care for them? 

A. S. 

Idaho Notes 

The Department of Romance Languages of the University of 
Idaho, 1919-1920, under the direction of Professor Mabel H. 
Schell, has published a pamphlet, "Suggestions to Teachers of 
French and Spanish in the High School" (University of Idaho 
Bulletin Number 11, Volume XV). In addition to outlines for 
two-year high school courses in French and in Spanish, it contains 
suggestions as to method, pronunciation, tests, teaching devices, 
clubs, etc., and lists of newspapers, magazines, and reference books 
for the teacher as well as for the student. This pamphlet has been 
sent to all the schools of the state where French or Spanish is being 
taught, and is sent upon request to any Idaho teacher who wishes 
to see it. 

The Modern Language Department in the University of 
Idaho shows a very healthy increase of students over last year. 
There are now enrolled 405 in Spanish, French and German, mak- 
ing it the largest department in the University except that of 
English. Spanish shows the greatest increase, viz. 185 against 
112 last year. The French department numbers 191, an increase 
of five per cent over 1919. The German is slowly returning with 
a student enrollment of 29, of which number ten are in advanced 
work. 

M. L. S. 
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Arkansas 

The State Teachers' Association met at Little Rock, Nov. 
11-13. It was estimated that 4000 teachers were enrolled in the 
association proper and about the same number of teachers and 
citizens enrolled in the Citizens' section. 

The Foreign Language Section held its meeting Nov. 12 in 
the County Court House. The room was well filled with language 
teachers from the schools and colleges of the state. The following 
program was presented: 

1. Standard Tests in Language Teaching: 

Modern Languages — Miss Fannie A. Baker, Fort Smith 

High School. 
Latin — Miss Florence Betts, Texarkana High School. 

2. The Use of the Library in Teaching Languages: 

Modern Languages — Miss Vivian Hill, Hendrix College 
Latin — Miss Essie Hill, Little Rock High School. 

3. Proposed State Course of Study in Languages: 

Modern Languages — Miss Ada Jane Harvey, Little Rock 

High School. 
Latin — Miss Hazel Murray, Little Rock High School. 

4. Class Demonstration of the Direct Method by Junior High 

Pupils — Miss M. L. Diggs, Little Rock. 

5. Address — Dr. J. L. Hancock, University of Arkansas. The 

subject of this paper was "Jargon". Professor Hancock 

made a vigorous appeal for constant training in good 

English while teaching pupils to translate. While most 

of the illustrations were taken from real exercises in Latin 

classes there were many helpful suggestions to teachers 

of the modern foreign languages. 

The subject of the proposed State Course of Study proved so 

interesting that the modern language teachers returned at 2 o'clock 

for a continued discussion of the questions involved. 

For some time, the modern language teachers have considered 
the feasibility of having their own sessions. But since there are 
many High Schools employing but one teacher for both French 
and Latin, it is thought best to continue meeting with the Latin 
teachers. 

Mr. L. E. Winfrey, Professor of Modern Languages in Hendrix 
College was chosen President of this Section for the ensuing year. 

The Fort Smith High School has recently made an interesting 
trial of Prof. C. H. Handschin's "Predetermination Tests" in the 
Junion High. Judging from results thus far tabulated, there are 
very few pupils who should be barred from the study of foreign 
languages. The pupils showed a keen interest in the tests and 
reacted with enthusiasm. F. A. B. 
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Ohio Colleges 

A Cercle Francais has been founded at Akron. Raymond 
Blanguernon of Chaumont, France spoke on "Le Paysan Fran- 
cais." The latter part of the evening was given over to French 
games and songs. 

Lake Erie College has just formed a club of twenty-five sub- 
scribers to Le Petit Journal. The students enjoy the work with 
this and the journals in the library. 

Miss Hazeltine of Lake Erie is making a very interesting 
experiment in encouraging conversation outside the classroom. 
The second year class is divided into small groups of Perroquets 
Francais, who undertake to use French in conversation with one 
another at all time. The idea has been taken up with much 
enthusiasm. 

The Ohio Teachers' Association met at Cincinnati, Ohio, 
Oct. 29. Professor Handschin of Miami spoke on "Predetermina- 
tion Tests for French and Spanish." 

Miss Mildred Dimmick, formerly assistant in Romance Lan- 
guages at the University of Illinois, has become head of the French 
Department of the Shaker Heights School of Cleveland. 

Toledo University expects to make great increases in the 
library facilities. 

C. B. 

North-Eastern Ohio Teachers' Association 
modern language section 

The Modern Language Section of the North-Eastern Ohio 
Teachers' Association met in Cleveland on October 29, 1920, at 
Eagle School. Dr. E. B. de Sauze, Director of Foreign Languages 
in the Cleveland public schools, presided. There was a very large 
attendance, nearly twice that of the year before. 

Mr. Lensner of Cleveland gave a general survey of the results 
so far achieved in modern language teaching in Cleveland since 
the reorganization of the course of study. The results under the 
new method have been striking. Students are able to speak and 
understand with considerable ease while the grammatical princi- 
ples are so thoroughly mastered through oral and aural exercises 
that all the students who took the comprehensive college entrance 
examination in French last year passed, most of them wtih very 
high averages. 

Professor Jameson of Oberlin College spoke on "Songs in 
modern language classes." He spoke of the help that songs in the 
classes are in pronunciation and in increasing the vocabulary. 
There are psychological principles involved in the study of music 
as it rests the minds of students after they have become weary 
because of long periods of drills and testing. Songs promote 
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fellowship and add to the interest of the class. Professor Jameson's 
talk was illustrated by a quartet from Oberlin College. 

A paper written by Miss True of Philadelphia on "Should 
grammar be taught in English or in French" and one by Miss 
Konigslow of Cleveland on "The irregular verbs — a new way to 
teach them," presented other new pedagogical principles in the 
teaching of modern languages and added greatly to the interest of 
the program. 

E. B. de S. 



New York State 

The Wednesday morning session of the recent meeting of the 
N. Y. State Modern Language Association held in Rochester 
November 23-24 was given over to discussion of tests and particu- 
larly of the Handschin tests. 

Prof. Handschin gave a short talk on the need for and the 
practicability of his predetermination and his silent reading tests. 

Mr. Delmar E. Batcheller reported on the results of the 
Handschin predetermination tests which had been given to 
pupils in two sections of beginning French at the East High School 
and one section at the Jefferson Junior High School. The purpose 
of the giving of these tests to pupils who had already begun 
work in French was in general to experiment in the application 
of the tests and secondly to see how the results obtained checked 
up with the teacher's marks and with the Otis intelligence tests, 
which a number of the pupils had tried before entering East High. 
He reported a high degree of correlation between both the teacher's 
marks and the results of the Otis tests with the results of the 
Handschin tests. There were few pupils who failed to pass the 
Handschin tests. The large number of those who made high 
marks is no doubt due to the few weeks work in language which 
they had had. No especial value was claimed for the results, 
however interesting they might be. 

Mr. George Eddy, principal of the afternoon session of the 
East High School, and Dr. Mason D. Gray, head of the Depart- 
ment of Classics of the East High School, reported on the system of 
grouping in vogue in the various departments of the senior high 
schools by which pupils are arranged in sections according to the 
results of the Otis intelligence tests, which the pupils take in the 
grade schools. This grouping seems to work out quite well, al- 
though not entirely accurate. The teachers do not receive any 
information as to the rank of the section which they receive. 
They know that the group is supposed to be homogeneous. 

In the Latin department, the pupils are divided into three 
general groups, a slow group, a fast group and a medium group. 
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Within each group there are various sections. If the pupil shows 
more or less ability than the average of his group, he is shifted to 
one of the other groups wherever practicable. 

Mr. Lawrence A. Wilkins, director of modern languages in the 
New York City high schools, reports the following registration by 
terms in the various languages in October, 1920. 
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2 


3 


4 


5 


6 


7 


8 


Total 


French .... 


5,438 


4,029 


3,560 


2,902 


1,694 


1,165 


207 


90 


19,085 


German . . . 
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11 


25 


60 


Greek 


48 


31 


39 


29 


19 
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168 




72 


36 


13 


12 


6 
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144 


Latin 


4,564 


3,083 


2,502 


1,841 


1,162 


954 


290 


126 


14,522 


Spanish. ;. . 


9,961 


7,190 


4,603 


3,160 


1,691 


1,367 


217 


150 


28,339 



Entirely the same results for Rochester are not available but 
the following figures may be of interest. 



East High 

French . . 

German . 

Spanish. 

Italian.. 
West High 

French. . 

German. 

Spanish. . 
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205 


87 


123 


75 


30 
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14 








21 


21 


25 


13 
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Total 



720 
43 

125 
20 

542 
14 
86 



There are 303 beginners in Latin in the Rochester East High 
and 166 in the West High. 

C. H. 



The Committee on Investigation appointed by the Association 
of Modern Languages Teachers of the Middle States and Mary- 
land met on November 27 at Johns Hopkins University to consider 
the problems before it. Dr. Price, the chairman, proposed that 
the committee limit its activities to two phases. In the first place 
he proposed that the committee take up the suggestion of Prof. 
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Calvin Thomas as outlined in the article published in the October 
number of the Modern Language Journal and attempt to 
enumerate and define the values, actual and potential, which may 
accrue from the thoro study of a modern language. Secondly he 
proposed that the committee gather information as to the manner 
in which pronunciation is taught in the best schools of France 
and England with relation to the use of the symbols of the inter- 
national phonetic alphabet. Both of these suggestions were 
heartily endorsed by the members of the committee. It was 
agreed that there is nothing more important just now than an 
evaluation of the results that may be attained in language instruc- 
tion since modern language instruction is under fire. 

It is proposed, in connection with this evaluation, to send a 
questionnaire to a number of superintendents, principals and 
teachers of modern languages in the territory covered by the 
association and to others outside of this territory in an endeavor 
to get the best thought on the subject under consideration. 

A Spanish Club has recently been organized at Sterling College 
(Kansas) under the leadership of Mr. Clark, instructor in that 
language. There are ten charter members of the organization. 
A flourishing French Club under the direction of Professor Laura 
Boyd has been an important feature of college life for the past two 
years. 



